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February 12, 2024 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

I am writing again on behalf of the Christian Initiation Leadership Committee in conjunction with the 

Office of Worship to provide some additional information and guidance as you continue to prepare for 

the Rite of Sending, Rite of Election, Purification and Enlightenment.   

We neglected to tell you an important thing about the Scrutinies for the Elect(unBaptized) on the Third, 

Fourth, and Fifth Sundays of Lent.  The Readings are to be read from Year A at those Liturgies.  In the 

Rite Book, paragraph #143 talks about the Exorcism prayers to choose from. They speak of the 

Samaritan woman at the well, the man born blind, and the raising of Lazarus.  If you use the Readings 

from Years B or C at these rites, Father’s prayers over the Elect, will not sync with the readings.  These 

Liturgies are very powerful and need to be done not just for the Elect, but the assembly at that Mass will 

benefit also.  Yes, there may be Homily issues, but between Father and the Deacon(s), it can be worked 

out. 

1. Preparation Rites on Holy Saturday, #185-#205. Note the preparation suggested for the individuals.  

This should be more than just getting dressed up and showing up on time to the Vigil.  #200 speaks of 

Choosing a Baptismal Name, we assume that has already been done after some prayer and research of 

Saint’s names and stories.  If you can manage to do the other things here, they are beautiful preparation 

steps for later that evening at the Vigil and should include Recitation of the Creed and the Ephphetha 

Rite. 

2. Please read paragraphs #206-#217 so that you are prepared to be part of the planning with Father for 

the Easter Vigil.  The Outline of the Rite is on the page between #217 and #218.  The following are the 

prayers, movements, Litany of the Saints, etc., that take place after the Homily.  

3. #252 shows the Christian Initiation of Children who have reached Catechetical Age. These are children 

at least 7 years old who have been in the RCIA Adapted for Children for a suitable length of time with 

suitable Catechesis. 

4. If you have only Candidates, turn to #473, Reception of Baptized Christians in the Full Communion of 

the Catholic Church.  Please read #473-#486 for a full understanding of this Rite.  It does not have to 

take place at the Easter Vigil.  

5. If you have both Elect and Candidates, those unBaptized and those validly Baptized, please turn to 

#562 for the Celebration at the Easter Vigil of the Sacraments of Initiation and the Rite of Reception into 

the Full Communion of the Catholic Church. If you have a large number of Elect, the Candidates may 

complete their initiation on Easter Sunday. 

6. Mystagogy…such an odd word, not used in our everyday languages.  It translates to postbaptismal 

catechesis. This is a time for them to share what they experienced and how they felt during the different 

Rites, the retreat, and especially the Easter Vigil.  In the next couple of weeks, this would be a time of 



 

helping them discern what God is calling them to do in their new family, their community of faith. Please 

note that the prayers from the Masses during the Octave of Easter include language that relates 

specifically to the newly baptized. These prayers could be the focus of mystagogical reflection. 

Yes, we know these are lots of details, but done well, the experience will be profound, life changing, and 

inspirational for you as well as those receiving Sacraments at the Easter Vigil. 

God bless you all for all you do for this important ministry. 

Please know that you can always send questions to Christian Initiation Leadership Committee at my 

email address: pmjjdemom@comcast.net or you may also contact the Office of Worship at 

worship.office@asfnm.org or 505-831-8128. 

Peace,  

Mrs. Jane Schindler 

Chair, Christian Initiation Leadership Committee (CILC) 

 

cc:  Office of Worship, Archdiocese of Santa Fe 
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